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Accomplishments in the extension clothing program a sting 1942-50, both 


_ for the Western States and for the United States, have been charted graphically 


by the Annual Report Unit of the Division of Field Studies and Training, This 
has been done more for information to indicate trends for both the Western States 
and the whole country than for comparison, The following comments are based:on 
the statistical information for the Western States. Along with the consideration 
of a good many factors involved in the development of the extension clothing pro- 
gram and the interpretation of the graphs and the selected statistics, some 
general conclusions as to trends in the clothing program in the Western States 
can be made: (1) Where we have been, (2) Where we aro, (3) Whore wo are going. 


Personnel Factors Must Be Considered 


The numbor of extension workers onthe job must be taken into account when accom 
plishments are being measured, All county home demonstration agents in the 
Western region report work donc in the clothing program with adults and 4-H 
Clubs, The incrcase in county home demonstration personnel in 11 Western States, 
Alaska, and Hawaii, is as follows: 


Year . County home Assistant county 
demonstration agents ome demonstration agents 
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This is a total increase of 166 county and assistant county home demonstration 
agents in 9 years. In 1950 approximatoly 291 countics were servod by home. 
demonstration agonts, 20 of thom part time, In addition 114 comty agricultural 
agents and 356 county 4-H Club agonts reported timc given to the clothing programe 
There are 403 agricultural countics in the Westorn States, of which 67 porcon 
are served by home demonstration agents. All but one Stato and Alaska havey/ 
full-time oxtension clothing specialists, 


(1) What has boon the turn-ovor of home demonstration agonts? 

(2) How many agonts have initial appointments this ycar? 

(3) How many years has cach county been organized with homo demonaggra 
agonts? 

(4) How many agents havo special training or a flair for clothing prowWua 

(5) How much local loadorship has boon devoloped in tho clothing program 
over a poriod of sovoral yoars? 
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*Proscnted at tho Wostorn Statos Regional Extonsion Confcronco, Moscow, Idaho, 


4 July 24, 1951. 
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Other Important Factors 


A variety of conditions and situations influence the planning and carrying out of 


extension clothing programs in the several Western Bey ote These conditions and 
situations vary by States and within States: 


(1) Long distance and sparse apes 
(2) Sevoral income levels. 
(3) Shopping facilities, 
(4) Newly established familics. 
(5) Increased numbor of small children, 
6) Sports and outdoor recreation, » 
(7) Number of high schools toaching sowing. 
(8) Sewing. experience and skill of women and irl e 
(9) Extension assistance requested by familics, 


Whero Wo Havo Boon — Western Rogion '- 


(1) Tho number of familics assisted with clothing construction in 1950 was 
more than double the 35,841 familics assisted in 1942, Tho increase came with 
each year, reaching a poak, in 1949 that was followcd by a slight decroaso of 
1,700 familics in 1950. Tho groatost incrceasc was in tho poriod 1947-49, 


(2) Tho number of familics assistod with the solection of clothing in 1942 
was 39,961, There was a gradual increase oach yoar, and tho peak was reached in 
1950, In the period 1942-50 tho numbor of familics assistcd increased 99 porcont. 


(3) The highest poak for ronodeling and renovation was 45,761 familics 
assistod in 1943 during tho war, The decrcoasc cach yoar was gradual, with tho 
exception of 1948 when the number of fanmilics was only 1,200 less than for 1943, 


(4) The number of familics assisted with clothing accounts and budgots 
gradually inecroased from 1945 to 1950 with the oxcoption of a docroase in 1949, 


(5) The enrollment in 4-H clothing projects incrcascd gradually fron 1943 


to 1950, from 22,051 to 49,172 mombers, This was a 123-perecnt increase in 8 ~ 
ycoars. 


Whero We Are -— Wostern Rogion 


In 1950 the numbors of families assistcd with clothing progran activitios the 
Westorn States, Alaska, and Hawaii, wore as follows: 


Nunber of familios Averago nunber 
assisted '. por hone denon- 
stration age 

Clothing construction problons Oh hy 84,989 268 
Selection of clothing and toxtilos 70,673 21g 
Romodoling and care of clothing 375262 115 
Clothing accounts and budgets 16,121 59 
Consumcr education in clothing 29,342 ec fe 
4-H Club onrollnent in clothing 49,172 152 
Garments made by 4H Club members 124, 056 384 


\ reent of the ote tel ciud enrollment. eles tes Were) States in 
(clothing projects. ‘About 17 percent. of A. ‘county: hone denons tration 


: were assisted by 12,097 local clothing project Veaderss! or 37 jeadera 4 
oe: te In 1949, the highest peak of 86,706 families were assisted in © 
‘construction, The 4-H Club enrollment of 49,172 in clothing in 1950 
highest of all years in the West. There was a decrease of 1,798 fanilics 
ad in remodeling in 1950 under 1949, Familics assisted with clothing 

s and Panels ne increased 4,532 in 1950 over 1949, 


Wie hoo Go —- Wes mn_Rogion 


sstward march of the Nation's population during the past decade is show by 

ensus figures for 1950. Those give the population of the 11. Western States 

19,412,227, an increase of 39.8 percent over 1940, Each Western State had 
crease in population during the decado, The largest increases were in 

ornia with 51,9 percent, Arizona with 49,3 percent, and Nevada with 43,6 

je The smallest increases wére in Idaho with 11,5 percent and Montana 

percent, The Territorics of Alaska and Hawaii both increased in popula- 


sult of increased population there is a large nunber of newly established 
and fanilies, young married couples and children under 6 and 10 years of 
Census figures for age groups are not yet available, but wo know that the 
wer srodes in most schools aro crowded, 


ae to the Agricultural Census the nunber of farms decreased in each of 
estern States in the period 1945-50, There was 4 rapid increase in part- 
: exe te and suburban population, especially in the Coast States. 


conelude from the information above, and from plans of work and reports 
fern State clothing specialists, that effort is being made to conduct 
C Sat clothing prograns with a larger nunber of fanilics in the following 

st (1) Young couples, (2) nothers with young children, (3) rural nonfarn 
(4) part-tine farming population, (5) lower-incone fanilics, (6) urban 
es in small towns and villages, and (7) 4-H Club boys and girls, 


oe Na neans of Ae effectiveness in the clothing progran suggested 


perce: fabrics on the market have also givon fanilies an opportunity 

} better clothing at less cost if it is constructed at homo, Infornation 
fabrics is always welcomed, It is thought that clothing construction 
ntinue at the sane high rate unless women are needed for defense produc— 
rk, Farm fanilics are bettor stocked then usual with clothing, However, 
othing receives hard wear and needs replacing nore often than nonfarn 
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(2) How to solect good buys at current high prices is important to thoso 
aree er etna: clothings The consuner wants to know what to look for 


will eh Boubt: inercasc. Short cuts to save tino an soastmucting 
Poke children and: adults are ee sada teatdaa. uae ae 


caplet zod with both a adil ts and 4H Club. ied Good Boswieee caro. of 
good grooming, are all otoah intorests in the clothing Fee 


are: considerations in conducting clothing progres, 
(6) It is advised that more local leaders bo escier to assist in 
on nore urgont work, 
(7) pep adjustnents can eer iy bo made in erie renncl come Woll-or 


county hone denonstration councils nake for possible coordination Ot forces u 
short notice in onergericics, Meee ae 
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Bee pecicotion of clothing and textiles 


construction problems . . « » 1,171,418 


980,766 


Cloth hing Accounts or Budgets 176,283 
es. Peiicted through cooperative 
jations or individually with the 
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lotal 4-H Club Enrollment -- All Projects 1,990,932 


ommuni ties in which work was conducted A 
es 
pa a in counties on clothing program 
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y All County Workers, . «2. 
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